MELVIN L. STILLS
It is a great honour to have the opportunity to serve as President of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics. On behalf of the newly elected ISPO Executive Board, we want to thank you for the confidence that you have shown by electing us into office. We accept this responsibility and promise to work toward the goals and objectives of the Society.
The Society's goals certainly include our continued growth. We now have membership in 73 countries and 22 national member societies. We will continue to provide an opportunity for all those involved in the delivery of orthotin, prosthetics, and rehabilitation services to come together and share knowledge and experience. We can put aside professional, temtorial, and political differences in order that we might learn how we can better provide care for our patients.
The objective of the Society is simple, but will require constant effort for many years to come. I believe our objective is education: the education of the clinical team, the professionals involved in the delivery of prosthetic and orthotic services; the education of the technicians who fabricate these very complex devices; the education of administrators who must agree to develop a delivery system and pay for these expensive services. We must also educate government officials so that they understand that poor or inadequate orthotic and prosthetic services are more costly to the community than appropriate services. Appropriate technology varies according to local conditions. Everyone can benefit from advanced technology, but appropriate education, facilities, and materials must be available to support and service this technology. The very latest in flexible ischial containment sockets, hydraulic knee mechanisms, and energy storing feet may work well in Chicago or Glasgow, but is certainly inappropriate for the man who spends all day knee deep in water or who lives hundreds of miles from modem medical facilities or roads, for that matter.
We must also spend time and money educating ourselves. Not only do we need to keep up with evolving technology, but we must also learn to communicate with those who are outside of our profession.
We work closely with other international agencies to try to ensure that prosthetic and orthotic services are made available in communities and countries where only limited services are currently available. The World Health Organization estimates that two million more children will develop polio before the year 2000. It is estimated that twenty thousand new orthotic technologists will be needed, ten times the number available today. Our school systems cannot begin to train the numbers needed. Only with close co-operation with other international agencies and organisations can a solution be found. ISPO has a responsibility, not only to assist in the training of technical support to treat disabilities, but also to help in the prevention of disabilities as a result of disease and trauma.
The Society has organised and conducted many consensus conferences. The Society has addressed the subject of education in the developing world, computer aided design/ computer aided manufacture, above-knee socket design, amputation surgery, and many others. The goal is to establish a consensus, to separate truth from fiction, and to publish a report so that all can benefit from these efforts. This is difficult these days when so much effort and money goes into marketing and little is spent on research and evaluation. The Society spends money derived from dues, Congresses, and private donations to seek out the truth and to publish a consensus opinion. The published reports are widely circulated and used.
It became apparent, as a result of the consensus conference on amputation surgery in Glasgow, that education of surgeons in modem amputation technology was badly needed. The Society conducted its first update course on amputation surgery and related prosthetics this past winter in the Netherlands. We will conduct similar courses in Africa and South-east Asia later this year or early next year.
We are now ending a very successful Congress. A tremendous amount of information has been shared. We have had the opportunity to see the latest technological advances and identify our sources for technical support. Old friendships have been renewed and new friendships have begun.
I want to particularly thank Dr. Dudley Childress and his staff for their tremendous effort and hard work in organising this Congress. The exhibitors, the contributors and all of the participants have made this a memorable event. I want to thank my colleagues in the Orthotic Prosthetic National O f f i c e , The American Academy of Orthotists Pr-mthetists, The American Orthotic Prosthetic Association and The American Board for Certification for sponsorship of the Opening Reception and the promotion of this Congress over the past three years. I sincerely appreciate your support.
An equally spectacular event awaits us in Australia at the Eighth World Congress. The Australian National Member Society is already hard at work, and I encourage you not only to go to Australia, but to make sure friends also come with us ''down under" in April of 1995. I must thank Professor Willem Eisma for his hard work and dedication to the Society. We have worked closely these past three years and we all have benefitted from his style, knowledge, and leadership. Willem has made friends for the Society around the world. He has worked hard to remove the barriers that face the world's physically challenged every day.
The new Board meets tomorrow to begin planning the activities of the Society over the next three years. I will do my best to ensure that National Member Societies and membership are kept informed. We need your ideas, suggestions and support so that we can better serve you. There will be an interim meeting of the International Committee before the next Congress and I encourage your participation. On the anniversary of this country's independence, let's all work to ensure that all those with physical disabilities may one day be able to celebrate their own independence.
